
The Minor 
Prophets

Intro & Background



Basics…

Why minor?  
How many?
(We are covering 10…)



Jewish History 
Refresher

What do you 
remember after 
the Hebrews left 

Egypt?





Major Events
600’s- Zoroaster- Persia; Greek City States thrive;  

Phoenician sailors spread alphabet
500’s- Buddha- India; Confucius, Laozi- China; 

Roman Republic founded; Persia founded
400’s- Persian Wars, (Athens); 

Xerxes & Esther, Persia; Jews return
300’s- Mauryan (India) founded; 

Hellenistic (Alexander) Period starts
200’s- Punic Wars (Rome); Qin/Han founded; 

Great Wall construction starts
100’s- Maccabees Revolt (Jews)





Descriptions of the 10: Joel
Joel’s recorded prophecies are short but 
direct. He described God’s coming 
judgment as an “invasion of locusts”—a 
clear and terrifying image for Iron Age 
Israelite society. 
However, Joel is best known for predicting 
the “pouring out” of the Holy Spirit which 
would occur hundreds of years later at 
Pentecost, as described in Acts 2.



Amos
Amos was a simple shepherd called to deliver a 
message nobody wanted to hear: Israel had 
grown complacent, spiritually lazy, and 
hypocritical. Injustice, in the form of slavery, 
greed, and mistreatment of the poor, was 
commonplace.



Jonah
The most famous of the Minor Prophets, Jonah 
was famously swallowed by a whale while 
attempting to flee God’s call. 
Jonah’s prophetic message is directed not at 
Israel, but at the sin-choked foreign city of 
Ninevah—a reminder that God’s love and 
forgiveness was not limited to one nation or 
ethnic group. 
God’s endless compassion could reach even 
the Assyrians, whose cruelty and military power 
had made them the terror of the ancient world.



Micah
Micah’s was a familiar message: Israel and 
Judah had turned away from God to follow false 
prophets and hypocritical religion, and disaster 
was coming if they did not repent. 
Micah tried to remind his audience that what 
God truly desired from men and women was not 
religious ritual, but faithful living.



Nahum
One of the more obscure prophets, Nahum 
foretold the ruin of the mighty Assyrian empire, 
which had hauled Judah into slavery and exile. 
His words were a warning that no city or nation 
was so powerful as to be beyond the reach of 
God’s judgment.



Habakkuk
Habakkuk strikes a markedly different tone than 
many of the other prophets. Instead of 
preaching judgment, he asked questions—
tough questions, like “Why does God allow evil 
to exist?” and “If God is sovereign, why do 
wicked people prosper?” 
He brought these questions to God in prayer 
and found consolation in God’s strength and 
power. 
Habbakuk shows us that ancient believers 
wrestled with the same difficult questions about 
sin, evil, and suffering that Christians ask today.



Zephaniah
Prophecying during the reign of king Josiah, 
Zephaniah warned Judah that if they did not 
turn away from false religion and pagan 
practices, God’s judgment would fall on them.
But God’s day of judgment is portrayed not just 
as a day of suffering, but as a time of rejoicing, 
when God would return to rescue the oppressed 
and restore the broken. 
The wicked had cause to fear judgment, but the 
faithful could look ahead to it with hope.



Haggai
Haggai served as a prophet while a small 
remnant of Jews, returning from exile, were 
struggling to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. 
His message was one of encouragement and 
hope—God was still with His people, even 
though they had fallen far from the glorious days 
of David and Solomon.



Zechariah
Zechariah was a post-exile prophet like Haggai, 
and also directed his message to the surviving 
remnant returned from exile in Babylon.
Zechariah stands out as an Old Testament 
messenger who spoke clearly about the 
promised Messiah.



Malachi
Also preaching to the returned exiles, Malachi 
offered a less happy mesage: after all they’d 
been through, God’s people still fell into 
disobedience. 
Israel’s priests and leaders were leading their 
flock astray, and only a faithful few remained 
who lived in accordance with God’s law. 
The book of Malachi concludes the Old 
Testament with a reminder of humanity’s need 
for a Saviour—and a promise that “for you who 
revere my name, the sun of righteousness will 
rise with healing in its rays.”

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi+4:2


Which gets 
us where…?
What kind of a 
world were the 
Minor Prophets 
working with?

There were400 
years of silence 

from God for the 
Jews… why?


